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- Bggxees
i, It is diPPicult to compare the educational status (degréee) of the Boviet with
the U8 educational institution degree, The Boviet Bydtém. is e very well regis
- mentéd system, Then, too, there is no connection between the éducational
gtatus one has and an educational title. I should like to explein the degrees
0f education in the Boviet first,:

8, Phe Piret degree of education is the "elementary” or'foursyeaty. One who hes coms
pleted four grades is referred to as a fachalnoe®s The fext step is in the ten
yeay grade &nd one who 1s in this class is réferred to as "Fepolnoe Brednee" or

Yipcomplete middle’ One who hes completed high school (gympasium) or & special.
technical inetitute is referred to as "Polnoe Bre@nee’ or'complete middis®

3s  The nexbt highér degreés of education are as followst ‘

s Vysshee {higher) = = = = This térm is applied to one who has completed
& four or fiveryear college course, the Humbez.-
of years depending upon the coufse tdien. Fag
example, & doctor of medicine mist cddplete
s five-year course, The "Vysshee" ddés not
recelve a degree, merely & aip1oimi, =mr1
the "Vysshee" is comparable to & US Bachelor's.
degree aud, as cAn be seen, mway be ¢f cven
) more valub,
b, Kendidat (Candidate) = = Once one has completed the "Vysshee" or higher
‘ _ : level, he is eligible to Become & “Fandidat®s
) This is néarestd & UB mhster's degide. .
/ However, unlike thé UB, ia the Boviet ome can
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work for his status as a'Kandidat”at an educational insti-
tution, at an industry or on his own. There is no set
curriculum, Neither is there a time limit, The individual
is free to call on an educational institution for assistance
if necessary. It should be borne in mind that a "Kandidat is
always a Kandidat”in a certain field; i e, chemistry, physics,
philosophy, psychology, etc. To reach the "Kandidat® status,
. the individual must complete research in his field and prepare
e his thesis. Becaugse his thesis must be publicly defended,
he must find a professor or otherwise qualified individual to
present and argue hie findings., The thesis is then submitted
to a university or to an educational inetitution sonnected
with a perticular industry (if it concerns an industry). It
can be sald that on the whole, onme who has successfully gained
the status of a "Kandidat" is much more qualified in his field
than the average holder of a US master®s degree because of the
sxtensive time and work spent on research.

6. Doktor = = - = The status of "Doktor® in the Soviet is divided into two
classes: the foreign "Doktor® and the Soviet "Doktor". The
degree of "Doktor" conferred by foreign countries (in parti-
cular, Germany, Austria and France) was not considered te be
as good as the Soviet ®Doktor", namely because the foreign
degree was obtained by completing a set curriculum in a set
time., Ou the other hand, the Soviet Doktor had to complete
an extensive research problem in his particular field and 1t
wag harder for him to obtain the status, From a purely edu-
oatlonal standpoint the foreign "Doktor" hed a more rounded
background, wheras the Scviet ®Doktor® usually knew only his
particular fisld, To further explain, a "Wysshee® would com=-
plete a chemistry curriculum at college. He would then start
working in the leather industry and apply himself towards be-
caming & "Kendidat® in leather chemistry. Upon reaching the

- MKandidat" status he would go on and become "Doktor® of
Chemistry. However, he would only know leather chemistry and
would not be as broadly educated in chemistry as s US Doctor
of Chemietry, It can, therefore, be seen that the Sovie®
"Doktor® is not always as well qualified as the U3 Doctor
educationally. ‘

d. Member-

Correspondent - The "Member-Correspondent” 1s one who has gained racognition
in a particu.ar field and is homored by the title. Usually,
it is the result of much study and practical application.
However, it is not always so, for the Communist Party recog-
nizes Party loyalty and Party work and sometimes confers the
title to special Party members., Generally, however, in the
field of science, the "Member-Correspondent® is a Doktor and
well qualified., There is no comparison of any such degree
in the US.

e. Academik - - - The "Academik® is the highest fdegree® that can be earnmed in
the USSR, It reflects the highest recognitlon irn a particular
£1s1d and is conferred on individuals who have previously
been recognized as”Member-correspondents?! Here again politics
plays a part in some cases, and, like those elected'Member-
correspondents) pure education is not an important factor.
Again there is no comparizon of "Academik" to any degree in
the US,

There are Academies of Sciences on the Republic level as well
a8 the A11-Union (or Soviet) Academy of Sclences and "hcademiks™
are usually clected as members to eagh, the MAcademik" of the
Al1-Union Academy of Sciences being the highest "degree? that
can be bestowed, Members can be elected to the All-Union
Acedemy without having been previously sc recognized by an

Acedemy on the Republic level. The difference is in the fact
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that a member of the Republic: Academy is recognized for
outstanding work on a so-called local level while & Member
of the All-Union Acsdemy is sc recognized for outstending
work of an all-union or natloral significanmce. It follows,
therefore, that recognition by the 4ll-Union Academy of
Seiences is the highest "degree® to be afforded the Soviet
gscientist or specialist. :

Both the All-Union Academy of Sclences and Republic Aca-

demies of Selences have their oun, separate, research insti-
tutions. Invariably the Director of such an Institute is an
tjcademik" end, with the exception of the Moscow and Lenin-

grad Instituteg, there is only ome MAcademik" comnected with

the Institute, the department heeds being "Mamber-correspondents®,

whcedeniks? are not always asscciated with an Acedemy of
Scilences Institute. They can be associated with an educational
institution, as many ars, or, as in the case of the civil en~
gineer (whose name I cemnct recall) who built the huge canal

to the Baltic, be associated with neither, This latter is

the exception. .

Therefore, looking at the fact that the Soviet scientist is
not only honored for his cutstanding work but is in effect
granted Mdegrees" of tMember~correspondent? and member of
first, the Republic Academies, and then the All-Union Academy,
I feel that such recognition is beyond the Honor bestowed on
US sclentists by being elected members of the US Academy of
Sciences, Next, the asademies have their working, research in-
stitutes where the bulk of the ®icademiks®™ devote their time
to comtinuous problems ir thelr speclal fields Then, too,
the Soviet "academik® has invariably spent many years of work
in his field and has accomplished great results {for the
Soviet)., The fact that the total number of Members of ths 4ll-
Union Academy of Sciences 1s but some 200 reflects the re-
strictions placed on sciertists in being elected: "icadmiks™.
The Soviet acadmies of sciences are working lnstitutions not
like the US National Assdemy of Scienceswhich is more or less
of an advisory board.

&ducatiopal Institution Titlss
4. The following titles are given %o those individusls who meke a career of education:

a. Aspirant - - - To make a cerrect compsrison of .an MAspirant" tc a gimilar
' . title in & U3 educational institution is difficult. The

closest one might come to the MAsplrant® degree is a graduate
student of educetion in the US. The Soviet MAspirant" is a
"ygghee! who wants to meke a career of education. He
either applies for or is appointed to the post and when sc—
¢epted by a particsular institution he sterts his training to
becdme an assistant, He observes the professor in action
in the classroom ard labcratory, corrects exsmination papers,
monitors classes and supervises some practlcal work. He may
give trial lectures occasionally. In brief, he is learning
to be a teacher.

b, Assistant - - - The next highest position for an migpirant® is that of an
nissistant®, After the "Aspirant® has completed a required
period of training, he dces not automatically become an
"issistant". An educaticnal institution has a set number of
positions, Therefore, as openings occur through promctions,
expansion, etc, new men are moved ahead. Whether or ot an
nassistant" muat be a MKendidat® depends on ‘the institution

" to which he is attached, An MAssistant® is an instructor and
assistant to a professor in one particular department.
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¢. Docent - - ~ The M"Assistant" next moves on to being a "Docent", depend-
ing again upon.opemings or vacancies available, A4 "Docani®
usually 1s also a "Kandidat® but, as is common in the
Boviet,there can be exceptions, For example, a loyal Party
man can be moved to a "Docent™ position without being a
"Kandidat® and, after being promoted, he is given a reasonable
period of time to become & "Kandidat",

d, Professor - - The Soviet professor usually has a "Doktor!s® degree, sagain
yith the usual Soviet exceptions, He i1s the head of a de-
partment and usuelly a very well qualified man, comparable
to the US professor. It is not mandatory that he hold the
degree of" "Doktor"

e. Director - ~ The director of a Soviet educational institution, comparable
to a US college president, is not always a qualified man in
education. Too often the Soviets place political "hacksa" in
the position of director of an institution. : There are many
directors, however, who ars very well qualified and able men.

5. As I have pointed out above, a Soviet "Kandidat® is essentially equal to the master's
degree in the US. In many respects it iz somewhat above the master's degree because
of the intensive research in a particular field, and the greater length of time
needed to become a "Kandidat®, However, a "Kandidat" in the Soviet is not the equiva-
lent of a US doctor., In terms of completed research, a "Kandidat" does have as much
experience in certaln fields as a US doctor but his knowledge of the entire field is
limited, This applies also to the Soviet "Doktor"' o
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